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the middle portion of the sign Capricorn. Satabhisa and
one-fourth of Piirvabhadrapada form the next sign Aquarius.
Strangely enough we find that the asterism Dhani^ha which
is placed between Sravana and Satabhisa is missing here. We
do not know whether it was1 omitted by an oversight or was not
counted at the time owing to its smallness in size. In any case
we come to know that the path of the Pitrs used to begin with
the winter solstice and end in the vernal equinox. This part
of the year forms the coldest period and the death-rate, parti-
cularly of elderly persons, is highest at this time. As Yama
is the god of death, it is easy to understand why he has been
regarded as the lord of the Pitrs and the Pitrs as his subjects.
Their abode in the south is easily explained when we note that
the winter solstice is the southernmost point of the ecliptic
with reference to the celestial equator. As regards their con-
nection with Magha, one cannot definitely say how the idea
actually arose. We can only find that when the sun used to
come to the winter solstice, placed at the end of the sign Sagit-
tarius or the beginning of Capricornus, the asterism Magha
used to appear in the heaven at night. This is why (it may
be suggested) the Pitrs were made the lords of the asterism,
the junction star of which, viz. Eegulus, is the largest and
most prominent star in the heaven. One cannot consider that
the winter solstice was placed near the asterism Magha, since
this would carry us back to 15000 B.C., a date which is not
warranted by other evidences.

4. BJiaga. The term occurs about one hundred and
twenty times in the Eigveda. The term seems to refer to the
deity about seventy times or so ; elsewhere it has been used for
fortune or wealth, or used as qualifying Fire, the Sun or Pu?an,
having the significance of distributor (of wealth). In many
passages we cannot be sure whether we are dealing with the
deity or with the word used in the above sense. In spite of the
fact that he has been invoked so many times, we can deduce
very few attributes of the deity. He is one of the Adityas (I,
14. 3 ; VII. 41. 1). We hear of his chariot (X. 64. 10 ; X. 93. 7)
as in the case of many other deities. He is brilliant (II. 31. 4 ;
V. 32. 5); he spreads his rays (I. 144. 3); we also know the
rays of his eyes(?) (II. 136. 2) and his splendour (X. 68. 2).
He is called the distributor (VII. 41. 2) or the dispenser (V.
46. 6). He is invoked in marriage ceremonies with other deities
(X. 85. 23, 36). We hear of his path (III. 54. 14). Dawn is
his sister (I. 123. 5).

The word occurs some ten times in the White Yajurveda.
The deity is meant on some four occasions, but the word is
used in other places for wealth, bliss or fortune. In the Black
Yajurveda, the deity has been thrice invoked.

The word is seen some sixty times or more, in the Athar-
vaveda, referring to the deity about forty times. In the